August 2012 Reunion Synopsis
The Reunion, held on August 3, 4, and 5, 2012, was wholly
successful, even though attendance was low and the temperatures
were in the 90s – hot and humid!

Officers for the USS Des Moines Reunion Association

President: Paul Overly, 1604 Lake Road, Mercer, PA 16137;
Phone 724-962-2445.
Vice-President: Jim Chapman, 5152 Swope Rd.,
th
The 35 Annual Reunion Business Meeting opened with a prayer Chambersburg, PA 17201; Phone 717-375-2997; E-mail:
offered by Richard Kleebauer.•The Seagoing Marines of the U.S.S. jimc378USMC@comcast.net.
Des Moines presented the Colors; they pledged allegiance to the flag Secretary: Roy Lammey, Jr., 3093 Ben Davis Avenue, Lower
of the United States of America; and the Star Spangled Banner was Burrell, PA 15068-3434; Phone 724-335-3441; Cell 412-600played followed by a rifle salute.•Officers were reelected as listed 7207; E-mail: mailto:royjo@comcast.net.
above and will serve until the next Reunion on August 2, 3, and 4, Treasurer: Art Weeks, Jr., 5 Karen Street, Portsmith, RI
2013.•Names of deceased shipmates were read with a tolling of our 02871; Phone: 401-683-3131; E-mail: ca134@cox.net.
ships bell after each name.•Ron Gaston of Colver, PA (OR Division;
1960-1961), attending the Reunion for the first time, was introduced
to the other Shipmates in attendance.•The 50/50 raffle was held. An
additional raffle was held for two Wendell August commemorative
inscribed plates with the navy and marine seals.•During the
ceremonies, Jim Chapman made a surprise gift to Paul Overly of a
hand-made replica of the USS Des Moines CA-134. The ship took
roughly seven months to build. Paul was overwhelmed with the
presentation and gratefully accepted the gift.•Hopefully, everyone
had a good time and arrived home safely.

Reunion 2012

AN IMPORTANT NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER!
Shipmates, the 2012 reunion was a success, and all who attended enjoyed the friendship and the joy of being reunited again with other
shipmate's of the USS Des Moines (CA-134). We had an unusually low turnout, with only 117 shipmates, including loved ones and friends. This
low turnout placed a financial burden on our treasury which must be addressed. Our income was down almost $5,000. We had planned for
extras, whereas not all had registered beforehand. Over past years there were most always 25 or 30 walk-ins. Those that could not attend our
2012 reunion were dearly missed. The operations tent was near empty, the big tent was not full, and we had a slight excess which was lost. After
the Saturday night meal, near half of the attendees left before the fireworks. I counted about 60 shipmates, with their families, to watch $4,000
worth of fireworks.
For the 2013 USS Des Moines Reunion there will be a fee increase of $15 per person, i.e., SINGLE is now $155; COUPLE is now $225. Accordingly,
ALL REUNION RESERVATIONS MUST BE PRE-PAID and ALL REUNION MONEY MUST BE RECEIVED BY ROY LAMMEY ON OR BEFORE JUNE 1, 2013.
This way, arrangements can be properly made for a successful reunion. It is imperative that we know the numbers, for proper tent size a nd other
planning, for which arrangements and deposits have to be made in advance. I realize we all have priorities, and personal situations change daily.
If you pay ahead and cannot attend due to circumstances, all pre-paid funds will be returned.
th

At our next Annual Meeting we also must consider a DUES increase to $25 per year. Please plan to join us for the 36 annual USS Des Moines
(CA-134) Reunion in Mercer on first full weekend in August, 2013. See the web site at www.ussdesmoines.com for information and updates.

Best regards,
Arthur Weeks

Shipmates who have passed away since our last USS Des Moines Newsletter:
Herbert H. Banning, 4th & 6th Divisions, 1949-1952, died 5/24/2012
Devoe Hedrick, Fox Division, 1959-1961, died 2012
James Kern, died 4/2012
John “Jack” Lovejoy, CS Division, died 12/8/2011
Frank A. Lung, M Division, 1954-1957, died 8/6/2012
Vern Paul, Radio Division, 1951-1953, died 4/27/2012
Robert Sciba, OS Division, 1960-1961, died 3/15/2012
Norman Serwe, OI Division, 1958-1960, died 3/31/2012

May they rest in peace.
We are pleased to honor in this newsletter Shipmate Frank A. Lung:
Frank A. Lung
2/27/1936 – 8/6/2012
Frank was born in 1936
and entered the Navy in
1954. He was aboard the
USS Des Moines from 1954 to
1957.
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heavy equipment operator

Frank A. Lung
M Division
1954-1957

until his retirement. Frank
loved his family, the Navy,
cats,

and

squirrels.

feeding

Frank

the
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be

deeply missed by all who

Frank and his son, Tony, 2012

loved him.

FYI…Shipmate Jerry Manriquez (Fox Division, 1958-1960) of Norco, CA, has advised that naval records may be
obtained from the National Archives in St. Louis free of charge. Jerry has had success in obtaining his own navy
records. In order to help other USS Des Moines shipmates and their families obtain naval records, Jerry has added a
USS Des Moines tab to his personal website. Go to http://genealogy.manriquez.net/uss-des-moines.html to obtain the
information and pdf forms to complete and order your own naval records. Thank you, Jerry, for your help!

●

●

●

FYI…All USS Des Moines Reunion Association fees and reunion fees must be forwarded to Roy Lammey, Jr. at 3093
Ben Davis Avenue, Lower Burrell, PA 15068-3434. Until further notice, please do not send any money to Art Weeks.
The reunion registration form can be found on the website at www.ussdesmoines.com.

Ship Store
Hat: blue with scrambled eggs (summer & winter)
Hat: blue no scrambled eggs (summer & winter)
Hat: white no scrambled eggs
Golf shirts with ship name & number (blue or white)
Kneeling/seat pad
Coffee mug
Shipping and handling for each item ordered

$15
$12
$12
$20
$ 5
$ 5
$ 5

Make checks payable to: USS Des Moines CA-134
Send orders to:
Tim Overly, 1240 Lake Rd., Mercer, PA 16137

Please enjoy some photos from the USS
Des Moines 2012 Reunion:

New Commemorative Pistol

Ruger is coming out with a new
pistol in honor of members of the
United States Senate and the House
of Representatives. It will be named:

“The Congressman”
It doesn’t work, and it’s hard to fire!
From: Bob Logue’s Undercover Club Newsletter
#160, Vol. 12, Issue 8, pg. 19.

Please send Roy your reunion photos so they
can be uploaded to the website!

Please
check
the
website
for more
photos
of the
2012
reunion!

