August 2015 Reunion
th

The USS Des Moines 40 Annual Reunion -- the FINAL
REUNION -- was held on August 7, 8, and 9, 2015. The Reunion
was held at the Overly Farm in Mercer, PA. Many thanks to
Paul Overly’s son, Tim Overly, for allowing us to meet at Paul’s
farm for the final reunion. The reunion was wholly successful.
Shipmates and their spouse and/or family came from all over
the country – California, Wisconsin, New Mexico, Maryland,
Florida, Wyoming, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, North
Carolina, Virginia, Michigan, Texas, Alabama, and many other
states. The weather cooperated, the food was plentiful and
delicious, and the company was great beyond measure.
The regular scheduled meeting of the USS Des Moines
Reunion Association was held on August 8, 2015. The meeting
opened with colors followed by the Star Spangled Banner.
The Color Guard presented colors, 132 deceased shipmates
were honored, followed by Taps and prayer. Colors were then
retired.

USS Des Moines Reunion Association Officers
President: Jim Chapman, 63 Daniel E Drive,
Newcastle, WY 82701; Phone: 307-746-9188; Cell:
307-746-9188; E-mail: jimc378USMC@rtconnect.net.
Vice-President: Barrett Ferguson, 8 Grizzly Bear Path,
Ormond
Beach,
FL
32174;
386-671-9907;
befergie1939@aol.com.
Secretary: Roy Lammey, Jr., 3093 Ben Davis Avenue,
Lower Burrell, PA 15068-3434; Phone 724-335-3441;
Cell 412-600-7207; E-mail: royjo@comcast.net.
Treasurer: Art Weeks, Jr., 705 White Cedar
Boulevard, Portsmouth, NH 03801; Phone 401-4391660; E-mail: wlagw@icloud.com.
The officers then presented to Paul Overly’s family the
USS Des Moines ring, specially made for Paul, and
purchased by 43 Association members. The ring,
inscribed with “President – 40 Years” and pictured
below, was gratefully and tearfully accepted.

Roy Lammey then read minutes from the last Association
meeting and Art Weeks read the financial report. New
business was then addressed, and first time members
approached the stage and introduced themselves.
The status of the annual Association reunion was discussed
and no conclusion as to a future reunion was reached. Certain
members and non-members of the Association are exploring
affordable venues, if any, for a future reunion. These people
will report their findings to the Association Officers.

With the election of new officers, the Association will
continue to exist as it has in prior years, and member
dues will remain at $25/year; dues to be made payable
to “USS Des Moines Reunion Association” and mailed to
Roy Lammey at the address listed above.

The election of new officers were held. It was held that James
Chapman would hold the office of President, Art Weeks and
Roy Lammey will continue to hold their present offices of
Treasurer and Secretary. Barrett Ferguson was nominated
and elected as Vice-President of the Association.

The Association website is currently being rebuilt by
Association Member Gerald Manriquez, who has offered
his services gratis. We owe him many thanks.
Closing ceremonies followed.

Since our last USS Des Moines Newsletter, we learned that the following
Shipmates passed away:
Charles L. Buczeski; Fox Division; 1959-1961; died 07/06/2015
Collin C. Creitz; Marine; 1958-1959; died 04/19/2015
Frank S. Marcin; M Division; 1957-1961; died 05/05/2015
Roger McClure; OR Division; 1955-1956; died 04/12/2015
Arthur E. McGrath; Marine; 1957-1960; died 08/16/2014
Oswald M. Moore; Radio; 1948-1950; died 01/30/2015
Paul Overly; First Division; 1951-1955; died 06/22/2015
Emerson B. Saunders; Fifth Division; 1959-1961; died 01/15/2015
Al J. Speck; Flag Division; 1959-1960; died 04/15/2015
Mark Taylor; Division Unknown; 1960-1961; died 05/08/2015
Chuck U. Venezio; RM Division; 1951-1952; died 01/30/2015
Patrick Wiley; Fourth Division; 1956-1958; died 06/10/2015

As you may know, our Shipmate and honored President, Paul Overly -- an integral part and the heart
of our annual reunions -- passed away suddenly on June 22, 2015. Paul served on the USS Des Moines
from 1951-1955, and hosted each and every Association annual reunion since 1975. Paul was a friend to
all, and he is greatly missed by all of those who knew him. Paul’s son, Tim, has requested that we publish
his letter to Association Members set forth below:
Dear Shipmates and their Spouses,
I don’t know where to start. …my life has been turned upside down. I knew the time would come that I
would have to say goodbye to my father, but I did not want it to happen now or ever. It has been extremely
difficult for my sister and me, but I have seen how much my father’s life has meant to so many. I have
made some decisions that were not the right ones to make. I did not think we would be able to have the
reunion on dad’s property. I apologize for the problems I have caused all of you in cancelling plans and
then trying to rebook them. I’m SORRY. I don’t know how to thank all of you for helping pay for funeral
expenses and also presenting me the ring that was going to be a surprise for my dad at the reunion. He
would have been so overwhelmed with happiness, and honored. I hope to see every one of you at the last
reunion in Mercer, PA, this year. It has been a pleasure serving all of you during all the past reunions. My
dad is upstairs smiling down on all of his friends. Everyone that met him loved him. I am proud to say he
was my father. He will NEVER BE FORGOTTEN. I miss him so much. Thank you all again. I don’t know how I
would have made it through this difficult time without the support of so many friends. I don’t look at it as
a Navy reunion, I look at it as a family reunion. Looking forward to seeing all of you at the
reunion. Thanks.

Your Shipmate always,
Tim Overly, SK3

The US Navy Cruiser Sailors Association published an open letter to the Membership of the USS Des
Moines Reunion…

Merger of USS Des Moines Reunion
Association and the USS Salem Reunion
Association is still uncertain.
We are
awaiting results of a vote by the USS Salem
Association Members as to the merger. Your
feedback with regard to merging the USS
Salem and USS Des Moines Reunion
Associations would be appreciated.

Ship Store
Hat: blue with scrambled eggs (summer & winter)
Hat: blue no scrambled eggs (summer & winter)
Hat: white no scrambled eggs
Golf shirts with ship name & number (blue or white)
Golf shirts w/pocket & Daisy Mae logo (blue or white)
License Plate Frame (black with blue lettering)
Photo button (marine or navy)
Kneeling/seat pad
Coffee mug
Shipping as required by USPS
Make checks payable to: USS Des Moines CA-134

$15
$12
$12
$20
$35
$10
$ 2
$ 5
$ 5

Although at this time there is no plan for a formal
Association reunion, some Association members
plan to meet, as usual, at the Comfort Inn in
Mercer, PA, on August 5, 6, 7, 2016. These plans
will be made solely by individual members and
not by the Reunion Association. Should you
wish to take part in this get together, the Comfort
Inn phone number is 724-748-3030 so that you
may make your own arrangements.
To all those wonderful people who helped make the 40th
Annual USS Des Moines Reunion Association reunion a
success, including the people of the Mercer area,
Association members, and the Overly Family, we thank
you for your hard work and devotion to make it possible.
Please pray for Darrell Miller who is battling a serious
illness.
If you know of an Association member or shipmate who has
passed away or is ill, please advise me via e-mail, phone, or
letter so that he may be appropriately honored.

WHAT IS DYING?
I am standing on the sea
shore.
A ship at my side spreads
her white sails to the
morning
breeze
and
starts for the blue ocean.
She is an object of beauty
and I stand and watch
her until at last she fades
on the horizon.
Then someone at my side
says "There she has
gone" -- gone where?
Gone from my sight - that
is all.
She is just as large in the
mast, hull and spars as
she was when she left my
side.
The diminished size and
total loss of sight is in me
and not in her, and just at
that
moment
when
someone by my side says
"She's gone" others on a
distant shore take up the
glad shout "There she comes!"
Bishop Brent
Bishop of the Philippines
1862 - 1929

SHIPMATES, BROTHERS,
FOREVER FRIENDS

Roy Lammey, Jr., Secretary
U.S.S. Des Moines Reunion Association
3093 Ben Davis Avenue
Lower Burrell, PA 15068-3434

CA-134

U.S.S. Des Moines

May you always have fair winds and following seas!
USS DES MOINES, VENICE, ITALY (Late 1950s)

