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Chosin Reservoir, Korea: 11/27/1950-12/1/1950, Lt Col Don Faith, Jr. risked life leading men
into combat for 5 days until KIA; 11/28/1950-12/2/1950, Capt William E. Barber, CO with 220
held off 1400; 11/29/1950-12/10/1950, Lt Col John U. D. Page, repeatedly attacked enemy,
defending convoy until KIA; 12/1/1864/1864, Pvt Michael Sowers, Company L, 4th Pennsylvania
Cavalry. At Stony Creek Station, Va., His horse having been shot from under him he voluntarily
and on foot participated in the cavalry charge made upon one of the forts, conducting himself
throughout with great personal bravery. 12/1-2/1950, Sgt William G. Windrich sacrificed his life
to direct his men and rescue wounded Marines. 12/1-4/1950, Lt Col Ray Davis led rescue of a
trapped rifle company.

.

12/1/1966, PFC Lewis Albanese, after participating in the defeat of an enemy
assault was killed in hand-to-hand combat, Vietnam, 1966. 12/2/1862, Private
Louis J Bruner, Company H, 5th Indiana Cavalry At Walkers Ford, Tenn.,
Voluntarily passed through the enemy's lines under fire and conveyed to a battalion,
then in a perilous position and liable to capture, information which enabled it to
reach a point of safety. 12/2/1874, First Sergeant Dennis Ryan, Company I, 6th
U.S. Cavalry. At Gageby Creek, Indian Territory, Courage while in command of
a detachment. (No Pictures). Chosin Reservoir, Korea: 12/2/1950, Sgt James
E. Johnson (Picture 3), last seen fighting enemy hand to hand, KIA; 12/2/1967,
2nd Lt Robert R. Leisy (Pictures 4), sacrificed life to shield another soldier
from rocket blast, continued to direct men and refused treatment until men taken
care of.
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12/3/1944, Pvt Robert T. Henry, charging enemy machinegun, KIA. 12/3/1944, Sgt Ellis R. Weicht,
France, killed 4 machine gunners manning 2 guns, killed 3 at roadblock, wounded more, KIA by
antitank gun direct hit.12/3/1944, Pvt Pedro Cano, eliminated 7 German machine guns. Award
presented in 2014 by President Barack Obama. 12/3/1968, Sgt John N. Holcomb risked life to lead
men against enemy force 3 times. 12/4/1864, First Lieutenant David L Cockley, Company L, 10th
Ohio Cavalry at Waynesboro, Ga. While acting as aide-de-camp to a general officer, he 3 times asked
permission to join his regiment in a proposed charge upon the enemy, and in response to the last request,
having obtained such permission, joined his regiment and fought bravely at its head throughout the action.

12/4/1899, Lt Col James Webb Cook Hayes (son of Pres. Rutherford B. Hayes) pushed through
enemy's lines alone to get help & Pvt James McConnell fought for hours lying between 2 dead
comrades. Distinguished Service Cross in WW I where he was killed. 12/4/1899, Pvt Joseph L Epps
discovered a party of insurgents inside a wall, climbed to the top of the wall, covered them with his gun,
and forced them to stack arms and surrender.12/4/1950, Lt Jg Thomas J. Hudner, Fighter Squadron
32 attached to U.S.S. Leyte, risked life to save downed pilot. 12/4/2006, Specialist Ross A. McGinnis,
saved 4 soldiers by diving on grenade inside HMMWV (HUMVEE); KIA. 12/5/1864, Drummer
William Magee, (No Pictures); Company C, 33d New Jersey Infantry. At Murfreesboro, Tenn., In a
charge, was among the first to reach a battery of the enemy and, with one or two others, mounted the
artillery horses and took two guns into the Union lines. his Medal of Honor in Question, Wikipedia Source
suggests he made his story up. However, it wasn’t eliminated during the 1917 Army review. 12/5/1906,
Corporal Seth L Weld, with his right arm cut open with a bolo, went to the assistance of a wounded
constabulary officer and a fellow soldier who were surrounded by about 40 Pulajanes, and, using his
disabled rifle as a club, beat back the assailants and rescued his party.
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12/5/1944, PFC William McWhorter, Philippine Islands, covered an improvised grenade to save
others; KIA. 12/6/1864, Quartermaster John Ditzenback ( No Pictures) & Pilot John H Ferrell
(Civilian Picture 2), Served on board the U.S. Monitor Neosho during the engagement with enemy
batteries at Bells Mills, Cumberland River, near Nashville, Tenn., (Same citation for both) Carrying out
his duties courageously during the engagement, gallantly left the pilot house after the flag and signal
staffs of that vessel had been shot away and, taking the flag which was drooping over the wheelhouse,
made it fast to the stump of the highest mast remaining, although the ship was still under a heavy fire
from the enemy. 12/6/1967, Charles James "Charlie"Liteky (Formerly Capt Angelo Liteky, died
1/20/2017), chaplain who carried wounded from battlefield under heavy fire; later renounced his
Medal of Honor & became peace activist. 12/6 or 8/1968, Sgt Ray McKibben destroyed 3 bunkers,
rescued comrade, KIA attacking fourth. 12/7/1862,, Lieutenant Colonel John C Black, 37th
Illinois Infantry. At Prairie Grove, Ark., Gallantly charged the position of the enemy at the head
of his regiment, after 2 other regiments had been repulsed and driven down the hill, and captured a
battery; was severely wounded.

12/7/1941-4/10/1942, Lt Cmdr John D. Bulkeley, Philippine Waters, rescued
MacArthur on PT Boat; later sank German corvettes at D Day; (19 August
1911 – 6 April 1996), USN, WW II, rescued MacArthur from Philippines. For
extraordinary heroism, distinguished service, and conspicuous gallantry above
and beyond the call of duty as commander of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron 3,
in Philippine waters during the period 7 December 1941 to 10 April 1942.
12/7/1941, 1st Lt George H. Cannon, Midway, first U.S. Marine in WW II to
receive the Medal of Honor. (from Webster Groves, Missouri) during the
bombardment of Sand Island, Midway Islands, by Japanese forces on
December 7, 1941. Lieutenant Cannon, Battery Commander of Battery "H",
Sixth Defense Battalion, Fleet Marine Force, U. S. Marine Corps, was at his
Command Post when he was mortally wounded by enemy shell fire. He
refused to be evacuated from his post until after his men, who had been
wounded by the same shell were evacuated, and directed the reorganization of
his Command Post until forcibly removed, and as a result of his utter disregard
of his own condition he died from loss of blood.
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12/7/1941, Cmdr Cassin Young moved his repair
ship USS Vestal from USS Arizona & beached it
to save it. USS Arizona: Lt Cmdr Samuel Glenn
Fuqua fought fires & last to leave when ship abandoned; R Adm Isaac C. Kidd discharged duties as
Senior Officer Present Afloat until the Arizona
blew up, only his Academy ring found, fused to
bulkhead; Capt Franklin Van Valkenburgh, CO
USS Arizona, only his academy ring found.

12/7/1941, USS California: Ensign Herbert C.
Jones led ammo team until fatally wounded &
said, "Leave me alone! I am done for. Get out of
here before the magazines go off." Gunner
Jackson C. Pharris, wounded, responsible for
keeping ship afloat; Chief Radioman Thomas
J. Reeves died in burning passageway providing
ammo to guns; Machinist’s 1st Mate Robert R.
Scott KIA giving air to guns.

12/7/1941, USS Nevada: Chief Boatswain Edwin
Joseph Hill, during bombing cast off lines,
swam back to ship, KIA; Machinist Donald
Kirby Ross, made his men leave, then performed
duties until told to abandon ship; USS Oklahoma:
Seaman 1st Class James R. Ward & Ensign
Francis Charles Flaherty stayed in turrets with
flashlights to enable rest of their crews to escape;
both KIA when ship capsized.

12/7/1941, USS Utah: Chief Water Tender
Peter Tomich KIA securing boilers & making
sure other men escaped; USS West Virginia:
CO Capt Mervyn S. Bennion, mortally
wounded, protested being carried from bridge;
Messman Doris Miller Navy Cross for
manning machineguns on USS West Virgina.
Chief Aviation Ordnance man John William
Finn manned machine gun from an exposed
position through attack.

Dec 8, 1874, Pvts Frederick Bergerdahl (No Pic)
& John O’Sullivan, Staked
Plains, Tex. Gallantry in a
long chase after Indians

12/8/1941-12/23/1941, Capt Henry T. Elrod,
Wake Island, shot down two of twenty-two
hostile planes, also executed bombing and
strafing runs at extremely low altitude & close
range, inflicting deadly damage upon a large
Japanese vessel, thereby sinking the first major
warship to be destroyed by small caliber
bombs delivered from a fighter-type aircraft,
later KIA fighting on ground.
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12/8/1944, Leyte, Philippines, Pvt Elmer E. Fryar killed 27 before KIA by sniper & Pvt Ova
A. Kelley single-handedly led charge against enemy position, shot by sniper 3 days later;12/6,
8/1968 Sgt Ray McKibben destroyed 3 bunkers, rescued comrade, KIA attacking 4th; 12/8/1968,
Karl G. Taylor, Sr. sacrificed his life to save fellow Marines by taking out bunker; 12/8/1968,
Sgt Candelario Garcia eliminated 2 machineguns, rescued men & helped over run enemy
position. Above awards presented in 2014 by President Barack Obama. 12/8-9/2012, Sr. Chief
Special Warfare Operator Edward Byers, Navy Seal, who risked his life to save a kidnapped
doctor from the Taliban, shielding with his own body. (No recipients specifically for December
10.) 12/11/1862, Fredericksburg, Thomas Plunkett picked up & carried fallen colors until arms
shot off by shell. (No recipients specifically for December 12.)

12/13/1862, Fredericksburg, 2nd Lt John G B Adams, Company I, 19th Massachusetts
Infantry. Seized the 2 colors from the hands of a corporal and a lieutenant as they fell mortally
wounded, and with a color in each hand advanced across the field to a point where the regiment
was reformed on those colors. Pvt Wallace A Beckworth, Company F, 21st Connecticut
Infantry. Gallantly responded to a call for volunteers to man a battery, serving with great heroism
until the termination of the engagement. Col Zenas R Bliss, 7th Rhode Island Infantry. This
officer, to encourage his regimen; which had never before been in action, and which had been
ordered to lie down to protect itself from the enemy's fire, arose to his feet, advanced in front of
the line, and himself fired several shots at the enemy at short range, being fully exposed to their
fire at the time. (Was also a POW; later formed Seminole-Negro Indian scouts) Pvt Jacob Cart,
Company A, 7th Pennsylvania Reserve Corps. Capture of flag of 19th Georgia Infantry (C.S.A.),
wresting it from the hands of the color bearer. Col Charles H T Collis, 114th Pennsylvania
Infantry. Gallantly led his regiment in battle at a critical moment. Dec 13, 1862,
Fredericksburg, Va., May 3,1863, Chancellorsville, Va. Col Jacob G Frick, 129th
Pennsylvania Infantry. At Fredericksburg seized the colors and led the command through a
terrible fire of cannon and musketry. In a hand-to-hand fight at Chancellorsville, recaptured the
colors of his regiment.
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12/13/1862, Fredericksburg, First Sergeant Francis H Goodall, Company G, 11th New
Hampshire Infantry, with the assistance of another soldier brought a wounded comrade into the
lines, under heavy fire. Private Joseph Keene, Company B, 26th New York Infantry. Voluntarily
seized the colors after several color bearers had been shot down and led the regiment in the charge.
Private George H Maynard, Company D, 13th Massachusetts Infantry. A wounded and helpless
comrade, having been left on the skirmish line, this soldier voluntarily returned to the front under a
severe fire and carried the wounded man to a place of safety. Colonel Matthew S Quay, 134th
Pennsylvania Infantry. Although out of service, he voluntarily resumed duty on the eve of battle and
took a conspicuous part in the charge on the heights. Private Martin Schubert, Company E, 26th
New York Infantry. Relinquished a furlough granted for wounds, entered the battle, where he picked
up the colors after several bearers had been killed or wounded, and carried them until himself again
wounded. Jefferson Barracks, Saint Louis, MO. First Lieutenant and Adjutant Evan M
Woodward, 2d Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. Advanced between the lines, demanded and
received the surrender of the 19th Georgia Infantry and captured their battle flag.

12/14/1877, Sergeant James Brogan, Company G, 6th U.S. Cavalry. At Simon Valley, Ariz.,
Engaged singlehanded 2 renegade Indians until his horse was shot under him and then pursued them
so long as he was able. 12/14/1944, Sgt Ralph G. Neppel, 1 leg severed by German tank shell, drug
himself back to machine gun, killed enemy infantry, made tank withdraw; 1st Lt Robert B. Nett,
Philippines, wounded more than once, killed 7 in hand-to-hand fighting; 1st Lt Charles L. Thomas,
France, wounded helped men escape from armored car & set up antitank guns.
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12/15/1864, Corporal Samuel J Churchill, Company G, 2d Illinois Light Artillery. At Nashville,
Tenn. When the fire of the enemy's batteries compelled the men of his detachment for a short time to
seek shelter, he stood manfully at his post and for some minutes worked his gun alone. (Died at
Lawrence, Kansas). 12/15-16/1864, Colonel Philip Sidney Post, 59th Illinois Infantry. At Nashville,
Tenn., Led his brigade in an attack upon a strong position under a terrific fire of grape, canister, and
musketry; was struck down by a grapeshot after he had reached the enemy's works. Picture and Grave
12/15/1871, Seaman Isacc Sapp, Engineer's Force, On board the U.S.S. Shenandoah during the rescue
of a shipmate at Villefranche, 15 December 1871. Jumping overboard (No pictures of Sapp or Ship.).
12/15/1944, Philippines, Sgt Leroy Johnson threw himself on 2 grenades, KIA. 12/15/1944,
Philippines, PFC Dirk J. Vlug destroyed 5 tanks with 6 rockets; 12/15/1967, Sp4 Allen J. Lynch
provided critical aid to wounded under fire.

12/16/1864, Nashville. Captain Marion T Anderson (Picture 1), Company D, 51st Indiana Infantry.
Led his regiment over 5 lines of the enemy's works, where he fell, severely wounded. Corporal
Franklin Carr (No Pictures), Company D, 124th Ohio Infantry. Recapture of U.S. guidon from a
rebel battery. First Lieutenant Oliver Colwell (Picture 2), Company G, 95th Ohio Infantry. Capture
of flag. Sergeant William Garrett (Picture 3), Company G, 41st Ohio Infantry. With several
companions dashed forward, the first to enter the enemy's works, taking possession of 4 pieces of
artillery and captured the flag of the 13th Mississippi Infantry (C.S.A.). First Lieutenant and
Adjutant Thomas P Gere (Picture 4), 5th Minnesota Infantry. Capture of flag of 4th Mississippi
(C.S.A.).
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12/16/1864, Nashville. Private Daniel I Holcomb, Company A, 41st Ohio Infantry. Place and
Date: At Brentwood Hills, Tenn., Capture of Confederate guidon. Grave in Sedalia, MO. Corporal
Luther Kaltenbach, Company F, 12th Iowa Infantry. Capture of flag, of 44th Mississippi Infantry
(C.S.A.). Private William C May, Company H, 32d lowa Infantry. Ran ahead of his regiment over
the enemy's works and captured from its bearer the flag of Bonanchad's Confederate battery
(C.S.A.). Private Wilbur F Moore, Company C, 117th Illinois Infantry. Captured flag of a
Confederate battery while far in advance of the Union lines. Grave in Kansas City. First Lieutenant
Charles H McCleary (Picture 1 Below), Company C. 72d Ohio Infantry. Capture of flag of 4th
Florida Infantry (C.S.A.), while in advance of his lines. Corporal James W Parks, Company F,
11th Missouri Infantry. Capture of flag. (No Pictures) Lieutenant William T Simmons (Picture 2
Below), Company C, 11th Missouri Infantry. Capture of flag of 34th Alabama Infantry (C.S.A ).
Being the first to enter the works, he shot and wounded the enemy color bearer. Picture and Grave in
California. Private Andrew J Sloan (Picture 3 Below), Company H, 12th Iowa Infantry. Captured
flag of 1st Louisiana Battery (C.S.A.). Private Otis W Smith, Company G, 95th Ohio Infantry.
Capture of flag of 6th Florida Infantry (C.S.A.). (Picture 1 Row 2 Below) Private George Stokes
(Charles G Bishop), Company C, 122d Illinois Infantry. Capture of flag.(Picture 2 Row 2 Below).
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12/16/1922, Lt Cmdr Walter Atlee Edwards, USS Bainbridge, Sea of Marmora, Turkey, led
rescue of passengers on French military transport Vinh-Long; 12/16/1944, Belgium, TSgt Vernon
McGarity destroyed tank & machinegun. 12/16/1944, France, 1st Lt Charles P. Murray, Jr.,
single-handedly attacked an overwhelming force, stopped counter-attack & established advance
position against formidable odds. 12/17/1864, 4/2/1865, Major and Assistant Adjutant General
Eugene B Beaumont, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Mississippi. At Harpeth River, Tenn., 17
December 1864; at Selma, Ala., 2 April 1865. Obtained permission from the corps commander to
advance upon the enemy's position with the 4th U.S. Cavalry, of which he was a lieutenant; led an
attack upon a battery, dispersed the enemy, and captured the guns. At Selma, Ala., charged, at the
head of his regiment, into the second and last line of the enemy's works.12/17/1864, First
Lieutenant Joseph Hedges, 4th U.S. Cavalry. Near Harpeth River, Tenn., At the head of his
regiment charged a field battery with strong infantry supports, broke the enemy's line and, with
other mounted troops, captured 3 guns and many prisoners

12/17/1917, Chief Boatswain’s Mate John Mackenzie USS Remlik, secured live
depth charge by sitting on it during a gale, (only December WW I Medal of Honor);
12/17/1944, Krinkelt, Belgium, PFC Richard E. Cowan killed 100 enemy, KIA
next day; Sgt Jose M. Lopez (same location) single-handedly repulsed German
infantry attack; also killed at least 100 enemy troops. 12/17/1944, Belgium, PFC
William A Soderman, single handedly disabled 3 tanks, killed 3 Germans &
wounded more.
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12/18/1927, Chief Gunner’s Mate Thomas Eadie rescued fellow diver, also had 2 Navy Crosses for other
dive rescues; 12/18/1944, France TSgt Bernard P. Bell
killed more than 20 and captured 33. 12/18/1965, 1st Lt
Harvey C. Barnum Jr. assumed command of rifle company and directed counter attack. 12/19/1899, Philippines, Cpl Antoine August Michel Gaujot (Picture
Upper Right), (brother of another MOH recipient
(Julien Edmund Victor Gaujot, Mexico, 4/13/ 1911) and
Sgt Edward H. Gibson (Picture Right) attempted
under heavy fire to swim a river for the purpose of
obtaining and returning with a canoe. 12/19/19442/15/1945, Cmdr Eugene B. “Lucky” Fluckey
(Picture Below Left), CO USS Barb, patrolled east
coast of China; landed in Japan and destroyed train.
12/19/1944, Belgium, Tech 4th Grade Truman
Kimbro (Picture Below Right), severely wounded laid
mines delaying enemy armor.

12/20/1883 Landsman J W Norris (No Pictures) and :
Ordinary Seaman Robert Augustus Sweeney (Grave
Picture Right, Second Medal of Honor, first Medal of
Honor 10/26/1881), Serving on board the U.S.S.
Jamestown, New York Navy Yard, rescued from
drowning A. A. George, who had fallen overboard.
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12/20/1943, TSgt Forrest L. Vosler over Bremen Germany, with multiple wounds, refused
medication, kept firing, sent distress call, and helped wounded tail gunner escape after ditching.
12/20-21/1944, Cpl Henry F. Warner, Belgium, hit 3 tanks with anti-tank gun, killed tank
commander in pistol duel, KIA by machinegun; 12/21/1899, Major Surgeon Paul F. Straub
rescued officer. 12/21/1944, PFC George Benjamin, Jr. Leyte, Philippines, carrying radio &
pistol took out light machinegun, 2 more of enemy, then was KIA. 12/21/1944, Belgium, Sgt
Francis S. Currey, destroyed tank, drove crews from 3 others, killed numerous enemies, saved
comrades & Cpl Horace M. Thorne (Picture 1 Below) killed 4 crew of German tank, set
machinegun on top to make 2 German machinegun crews abandon positions & fall back; when
gun jammed, KIA; 12/21/1967, Cpl Larry E. Smedley (Picture 2 Below) fought enemy with
grenades & rifle fire until KIA; 12/22/1944, Germany, TSgt Peter J. Dalessondro (Picture 3
Below), called mortars on his own position; became POW. 12/23/1862, Sergeant Henry Fox
(Grave Picture Below), Company H, 106th Illinois Infantry. Near Jackson, Tenn., When his
command was surrounded by a greatly superior force, voluntarily left the shelter of the
breastworks, crossed an open railway trestle under a concentrated fire from the enemy, made his
way out and secured reinforcements for the relief of his command.
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Dec 23-27, 1862, on board the U.S.S. Baron De Kalb in the Yazoo River expedition, Ordinary
Seaman Peter Cotton (No Pictures), Captain of the Forecastle Pierre Leon (Grave), Boatswain's
Mate John McDonald (No Pictures), Boatswain's Mate Charles Robinson (Grave). Proceeding
under orders up the Yazoo River, the Baron De Kalb (Picture 3, built in St. Louis MO), with the
object of capturing or destroying the enemy's transports, came upon the steamers John Walsh, R. J.
Locklan, Golden Age and the Scotland, sunk on a bar where they were ordered to be burned.
Continuing up the river, the Baron De Kalb was fired upon but, upon returning the fire, caused the
enemy's retreat. Returning down the Yazoo, she destroyed and captured large quantities of enemy
equipment and several prisoners. Boatswain's Mate Charles W Morton (Grave Below) and Signal
Quartermaster Robert Williams (No Pictures), on board the U.S.S. Benton (Picture Below)
during the Yazoo River Expedition, Taking part in the hour-and-a-half engagement with the enemy at
Drumgould's Bluff, 27 December, Morton and Williams served courageously throughout the battle
against the hostile forces, who had the dead range of the vessel and were punishing her with heavy
fire, until the Benton was ordered to withdraw.
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Dec 23, 1864, Fort Fisher, Gunner's Mate Charles J Bibber (Grave Picture), Seaman Dennis
Conlan (No Pictures), Captain of the Forecastle William Garvin (No Pictures), Seaman Charles
Hawkins (Grave Picture), Second Class Fireman William Hinnegan (Hinnecan, No Pictures)),
Captain of the Afterguard Robert Montgomery (No Pictures), Quarter Gunner John Neil (No
Pictures), Coal Heaver Charles H Rice (Grave Picture), Seaman James Roberts (Grave Picture 1
Below), Ordinary Seaman James Sullivan (Alias for Peter Van Hoesen, transferred from Army
Grave Picture 3 Below Right), served on board the U.S.S. Agawam (Picture 2 Below Right), as one
of a volunteer crew of a powder boat which was exploded near Fort Fisher 23 December 1864. The
powder boat, towed in by the Wilderness to prevent detection by the enemy, cast off and slowly
steamed to within 300 yards of the beach. After fuses and fires had been lit and a second anchor with
short scope let go to assure the boat's tailing inshore, the crew again boarded the Wilderness and
proceeded a distance of 12 miles from shore. Less than 2 hours later the explosion took place, and the
following day fires were observed still burning at the forts.

12/23/1944, Belgium, SSgt Paul L. Bolden killed 35 SS troopers; 12/23-24/1944,
Belgium, PFC Melvin E. Biddle, lead scout, knocked out 4 machineguns, 3
snipers, other soldiers, helped knock out tanks; SSgt Gus Kefurt exposed himself to
hostile fire in order to encourage his men & direct their fire, de-spite wounds &
repeated attacks: KIA on 12/25.
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12/24/1864, Corporal Harrison Collins, Company A, 1st Tennessee Cavalry At Richland Creek,
Tenn., Capture of flag of Chalmer's Division (C.S.A.). U.S.S. Pontoosuc during the capture of Fort
Fisher and Wilmington, 12/24/1864 – 1/22/1865, Cabin Boy John Angling (Grave Picture 2
Above), Coxswain Asa Beltham (No Pictures), Boatswain's Mate Robert M Blair (Grave Picture 3
Above), Carrying out his duties faithfully during this period, recommended for gallantry and skill and
for his cool courage while under the fire of the enemy throughout these various actions. 12/24/1865 –
2/22/1865, Captain of the Forecastle John P Erickson (Grave Picture 4 Above), Landsman George
W McWilliams (Grave Picture 1 Below), carrying out his duties faithfully throughout this period,
Erickson was so severely wounded in the assault upon Fort Fisher that he was sent to the hospital at
Portsmouth, Va. was recommended for his gallantry, skill, and coolness in action while under the fire of
the enemy. Chief Quartermaster James W Verney (Grave Picture 2 Below), Sailmaker's Mate
Anthony Williams (No Pictures), recommended for gallantry and skill and for his cool courage while
under fire of the enemy throughout these various actions. U.S.S. Pontoosuc (Below Left)
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12/24-25/1864, 1/13-15/1865, U.S.S. New Ironsides (Picture 1 Below) during action in several
attacks on Fort Fisher. Boatswain's Mate James Barnum (No Pictures), Coxswain John
Dempster (No Pictures), Signal Quartermaster Thomas English(Picture 1 Above),
Quartermaster Nicholas Lear (Grave Picture 2 Above), Quarter Gunner Daniel Milliken
(Grave Picture 3 Above), Captain of the Gun Joseph White (No Pictures), Coxswain Richard
Willis (No Pictures), The ship steamed in and took the lead in the ironclad division close in shore
and immediately opened its starboard battery in a barrage of well directed fire to cause several fires
and explosions and dismount several guns during the first 2 days of fighting. Taken under fire as she
steamed into position on 13 January, the New Ironsides fought all day and took on ammunition at
night despite severe weather conditions. When the enemy came out of his bombproofs to defend the
fort against the storming party, the ship's battery disabled nearly every gun on the fort facing the
shore before the cease-fire orders were given by the flagship. Commended for highly meritorious
conduct during this period. 12/24-25/1864, 1/13-15/1865, U.S.S. Ticonderoga during attacks on
Fort Fisher (Picture 1 Below), Boatswain's Mate William Campbell, Coxswain Thomas Jones,
Captain of the Main Top George Prance (No Pictures for all 3), Despite heavy return fire by the
enemy and the explosion of the 100-pounder Parrott rifle which killed 8 men and wounded 12 more,
duties with skill and courage during the first 2 days of battle. As his ship again took position on the
line on the 13th, he remained steadfast as the Ticonderoga maintained a well-placed fire upon the
batteries on shore, and thereafter as she materially lessened the power of guns on the mound which
had been turned upon our assaulting columns. During this action the flag was planted on one of the
strongest fortifications possessed by the rebels.
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12/24-25/1864, U.S.S. Ticonderoga during attacks on Fort Fisher, Captain of the Forecastle
William G Taylor, as captain of a gun, Taylor performed his duties with coolness and skill as his
ship took position in the line of battle and delivered its fire on the batteries on shore. Despite the
depressing effect caused when an explosion of the 100-pounder Parrott rifle killed 8 men and
wounded 12 more, and the enemy's heavy return fire, he calmly remained at his station during the 2
days' operations. 12/24-25/1864, 1/13-15/1865, U.S.S. Monadnock (Picture 3 Above),
Quartermaster William Dunn, with his ship anchored well inshore to insure perfect range against
the severe fire of rebel guns, Dunn continued his duties when the vessel was at anchor, as her
propellers were kept in motion to make her turrets bear, and the shooting away of her chain might
have caused her to ground. Disdainful of shelter despite severe weather conditions, he inspired his
shipmates and contributed to the success of his vessel in reducing the enemy guns to silence.

12/24/1944, 1st Sgt Elmer J. Burr, Buna, New
Guinea, smothered grenade; KIA & Sgt Kenneth E.
Gruennert, destroyed 1 pill box, KIA by sniper
attacking 2nd; 12/24/1944, Br Gen Frederick
Walker Castle led bombing mission where he had to
order his plane abandoned; 5 crew survived,
meanwhile he stayed at controls as fuel tank exploded,
KIA;
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12/25/1963, U.S. Steam Gunboat Marblehead (Picture 3) off Legareville, Stono River,
Contraband Robert Blake, in an engagement with the enemy on John's Island. Serving the rifle gun,
Blake, an escaped slave, carried out his duties bravely throughout the engagement which resulted in
the enemy's abandonment of positions, leaving a caisson and one gun behind. Escaped slave. First
African-American Medal of Honor recipient. (Illustration, Picture 1) Boatswain's Mate William
Farley, during an engagement with the enemy on John's Island. Behaving in a gallant manner, Farley
animated his men and kept up a rapid and effective fire on the enemy throughout the engagement
which resulted in the enemy's abandonment of his positions, leaving a caisson and 1 gun behind. (No
Pictures). Quartermaster James Miller, during an engagement with the enemy on John's Island.
Acting courageously under the fierce hostile fire, Miller behaved gallantly throughout the engagement
which resulted in the enemy's withdrawal and abandonment of its arms. (Picture 2) Landsman
Charles Moore, during an engagement with the enemy on John's Island. Wounded in the fierce
battle, Moore returned to his quarters until so exhausted by loss of blood that he had to be taken
below. This engagement resulted in the enemy's abandonment of his positions, leaving a caisson and
one gun behind. (No Pictures, not to be confused with Charles Moore on the USS Kearsarge.)
12/25/1881, Corporal John Morris, U.S. Marine Corps. For leaping overboard from the U.S.
Flagship Lancaster (Picture 1 Below), at Villefranche, France, 25 December 1881, and rescuing
from drowning Robert Blizzard, ordinary seaman, a prisoner, who had jumped overboard. (No
Pictures). 12/25-26/1944, Maj Thomas B. McGuire, Jr. shot down 7 of 38 planes; 12/25/1944, Pvt
Paul J. Wiedorfer destroyed machinegun. 2nd surrendered.
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12/26/1872, Seaman Joseph B Noil (Illustration Picture 1), U.S.S. Powhatan (Picture 2) at
Norfolk, saved Boatswain J. C. Walton from drowning. (Picture is from Navy poster;
granddaughter sang in Wizard of Oz. 12/26/1944, Pvt James R. Hendrix, Belgium (Picture 3),
captured 2 88 mm guns & saved wounded; 1st Lt John R. Fox (Picture 1 Below), Italy, called
artillery on himself, KIA, killing 100 Germans; Lt Col Keith L. Ware (Picture 2 Below), France,
house to house fighting, wounded in eye by shell fragment, killed 9, captured 23; killed gunners of 3
machine-guns; as he directed tank at 4th machine gun it surrendered (5 of his 11 men were
casualties); KIA in Vietnam when his chopper shot down. 12/27/1862, U.S.S. Benton (Below) during
the attack on Haines Bluff, Yazoo River, Boatswain's Mate William Martin (Picture 3 Below),
taking part in the hour-and-a-half engagement with the enemy, who had the dead range of the vessel and
was punishing her with heavy fire, served courageously throughout the battle until the Benton was
ordered to withdraw. Boatswain's Mate William Moore (Picture 4 Below), wounded during the hourand-a-half engagement in which the enemy had the dead range of the vessel and was punishing her with
heavy fire, served courageously in carrying lines to the shore until the Benton was ordered to withdraw.
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12/27/1944, France, 1st Lt Eli L. Whiteley in house to house fighting, wounded in eye by shell
fragment, killed 9, captured 23, & spearheaded attack which cracked core of enemy resistance in a
vital area; 12/27/1967, SSgt Delbert O. Jennings, when attacked by North Vietnamese regiment,
supported by mortar, recoilless-rifle, & machinegun fire repeatedly attacked and defended his unit
from enemy fire & assisted 8 men trapped behind enemy lines; (No recipients specifically for
December 28.) 12/29/1862, Captain Milton Russell, Company A, 51st Indiana Infantry. At Stone
River, Tenn., was the first man to cross Stone River and, in the face of a galling fire from the
concealed skirmishers of the enemy, led his men up the hillside, driving the opposing skirmishers
before them. 12/29/1862, Colonel James A Williamson, 4th Iowa Infantry. At Chickasaw Bayou,
Miss., Led his regiment against a superior force, strongly entrenched, and held his ground when all
support had been withdrawn. 12/29-30/1863, Colonel Francis S Hesseltine, 13th Maine Infantry.
At Matagorda Bay, Tex., in command of a detachment of 100 men, conducted a reconnaissance for
2 days, baffling and beating back an attacking force of more than a thousand Confederate cavalry,
and regained his transport without loss. 12/29-30/1869, Private John Carr (Picture 1 Blow),
Company G, 8th U.S. Cavalry. At Chiricahua Mountains, Ariz., Gallantry in action. 12/29/1968,
PFC David P. Nash (Picture 2 Below), KIA covering a grenade. 12/30/1862, 6/25/1863, First
Lieutenant Nineveh S McKeen (Picture 3 Below), Company H, 21st Illinois Infantry. At Stone
River, Tenn., 30 December 1862. At Liberty Gap, Tenn., 25 June 1863. Conspicuous in the charge at
Stone River, Tenn., where he was three times wounded. At Liberty Gap, Tenn., captured colors of 8th
Arkansas Infantry (C.S.A.).
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On 29 December 1862 Rhode Island departed Hampton Roads with the famous Monitor (Picture
Below) in tow and the Passaic in company. As the ships rounded Cape Hatteras on the evening of 30
December, they encountered a heavy storm. Monitor's pumps were unable to control flooding caused
by underwater leaks so that the order to abandon ship had to be given. Before Monitor's crew could be
completely transferred to Rhode Island, the ironclad sank, taking four officers and 12 enlisted men
with her. Rhode Island endeavored to remain as near as possible to the position in which Monitor
sank so as to fix the location, some 20 miles (32 km) south-southwest of Cape Hatteras and to await
daylight to search for a missing small boat. Seven Rhode Island crewman were awarded the Medal of
Honor for their actions during the sinking: Ordinary Seaman Luke M. Griswold, Seaman Lewis A.
Horton, Landsman John Jones, Captain of the Afterguard Hugh Logan, Seaman George Moore,
Coxswain Charles H. Smith, and Coxswain Maurice Wagg. 12/30/1862, on board the U.S.S. Rhode
Island which was engaged in saving the lives of the officers and crew of the Monitor, 30
December 1862. Ordinary Seaman Luke M Griswold, Seaman Lewis A Horton, Landsman
John Jones (Picture 3), Seaman George Moore (No Pictures), after rescuing several of the men,
became separated in a heavy gale with other members of the cutter that had set out from the Rhode
Island, and spent many hours in the small boat at the mercy of the weather and high seas until finally
picked up by a schooner 50 miles east of Cape Hatteras. Captain of the Afterguard Hugh Logan
and Coxswain Charles H Smith, after the Monitor sprang a leak and went down, Logan and Smith
courageously [each]risked his life in a gallant attempt to rescue members of the crew. Although
sacrificing his life during the hazardous operation, he had made every effort possible to save the lives
of his fellow men. Coxswain Maurice Wagg, 31 December 1862. Participating in the hazardous task
of rescuing the officers and crew of the sinking Monitor, Wagg distinguished himself by meritorious
conduct during this operation.
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12/30/1890, White Plains, White Clay Creek, S. Dak., Farrier Richard J Nolan (Picture 1),
Company I, 7th U.S. Cavalry. Bravery. First Sergeant Theodore Ragnar, Company K, 7th U.S.
Cavalry: Bravery. Captain Charles A Varnum, Company B, 7th U.S. Cavalry, while executing an
order to withdraw, seeing that a continuance of the movement would expose another troop of his
regiment to being cut off and surrounded, he disregarded orders to retire, placed himself in front of his
men, led a charge upon the advancing Indians, regained a commanding position that had just been
vacated, and thus insured a safe withdrawal of both detachments without further loss. (Veteran of the
Little Big Horn). 12/30/1891, Private Allen Walker, Company C, 3d U.S. Cavalry, Texas, while
carrying dispatches, he attacked a party of 3 armed men and secured papers valuable to the United States.
12/30/1968, SFC Robert L. Howard (Picture Below), was on a mission to rescue a missing
American soldier. The platoon had left its helicopter landing when it was attacked by an estimated 2company force. 1st Lt. Howard was wounded and his weapon destroyed by a grenade explosion. 1st
Lt. Howard saw his platoon leader had been wounded seriously and was exposed to fire. Although
unable to walk, and weaponless, 1st Lt. Howard unhesitatingly crawled through a hail of fire to
retrieve his wounded leader. As 1st Lt. Howard was administering first aid and removing the officer's
equipment, an enemy bullet struck 1 of the ammunition pouches on the lieutenant's belt, detonating
several magazines of ammunition. 1st Lt. Howard momentarily sought cover and then realizing that
he must rejoin the platoon, , he again began dragging the seriously wounded officer toward the
platoon area. 1st Lt. Howard was able to rally the platoon into an organized defense force. With
complete disregard for his safety, 1st Lt. Howard crawled from the position, position, administering
first aid to the wounded, giving encouragement to the defenders and directing their fire on the
encircling enemy. ContinuedFor 31⁄2 hours 1st Lt. Howard's small force and supporting aircraft
successfully repulsed enemy attacks and finally were in sufficient control to permit the landing of
rescue helicopters. 1st Lt. Howard personally supervised the loading of his men and did not leave the
bullet-swept landing zone until all were aboard safely.
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12/31/1862-1/1/1863, Stone River, Tenn., Private John G Bourke, Company E, 15th Pennsylvania
Cavalry, Gallantry in action. 12/31/1862, Sergeant Major John M Farquhar, 89th Illinois Infantry.
When a break occurred on the extreme right wing of the Army of the Cumberland, this soldier rallied
fugitives from other commands, and deployed his own regiment, thereby checking the Confederate
advance until a new line was established. First Lieutenant Henry Blanchard Freeman, 18th U.S.
Infantry. Voluntarily went to the front and picked up and carried to a place of safety, under a heavy
fire from the enemy, an acting field officer who had been wounded, and was about to fall into enemy
hands. First Lieutenant Frederick Phisterer, 18th U.S. Infantry. Voluntarily conveyed, under a
heavy fire, information to the commander of a battalion of regular troops by which the battalion was
saved from capture or annihilation. Private Joseph R Prentice, Company E, 19th U.S. Infantry.
Voluntarily rescued the body of his commanding officer, who had fallen mortally wounded. He
brought off the field his mortally wounded leader under direct and constant rifle fire. Private John
Tweedale, Company B, 15th Pennsylvania Cavalry. Gallantry in action. Chaplain John M
Whitehead (Picture 1 Below), 15th Indiana Infantry. Went to the front during a desperate contest and
unaided carried to the rear several wounded and helpless soldiers. 12/31/1864, Seaman John Ortega,
Served as seaman on board the U.S.S. Saratoga (Picture Below) during actions of that vessel on 2
occasions. Carrying out his duties courageously during these actions, Ortega conducted himself
gallantly through both periods. Promoted to acting master's mate. First Hispanic Sailor to receive
Medal of Honor. (No Pictures). 12/31/1964 -12/8/ 1967, Capt Donald G. Cook (Picture 2) while
interned as a Prisoner of War. Colonel (then Captain) Cook established himself as the senior prisoner .
. . Repeatedly assuming more than his share of responsibility for their health, Colonel Cook willingly
and unselfishly put the interests of his comrades before that of his own well-being… (Picture 3
Below).
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Edmund Allenby's official proclamation of martial law following the fall of Jerusalem on 9
December 1917 read as follows:
To the Inhabitants of Jerusalem the Blessed and the People Dwelling in Its Vicinity:
The defeat inflicted upon the Turks by the troops under my command has resulted in the
occupation of your city by my forces. I, therefore, here now proclaim it to be under martial
law, under which form of administration it will remain so long as military considerations
make necessary.
However, lest any of you be alarmed by reason of your experience at the hands of the enemy
who has retired, I hereby inform you that it is my desire that every person pursue his lawful
business without fear of interruption.
Furthermore, since your city is regarded with affection by the adherents of three of the great
religions of mankind and its soil has been consecrated by the prayers and pilgrimages of
multitudes of devout people of these three religions for many centuries, therefore, do I make it
known to you that every sacred building, monument, holy spot, shrine, traditional site,
endowment, pious bequest, or customary place of prayer of whatsoever form of the three
religions will be maintained and protected according to the existing customs and beliefs of
those to whose faith they are sacred.
Guardians have been established at Bethlehem and on Rachel's Tomb. The tomb at Hebron
has been placed under exclusive Moslem control.
The hereditary custodians at the gates of the Holy Sepulchre have been requested to take up
their accustomed duties in remembrance of the magnanimous act of the Caliph Omar, who
protected that church.

Edmund Allenby (left) enters Jerusalem on foot (above),
December 9, 1917.

