Thomas Joseph Mangin Kelley
Service Number: 224 51 45

Thomas Joseph Kelley enlisted in the US Navy on 19
Dec 1941 in Brooklyn New York. Born on 11 May
1926, he joined the Navy when he was 14 Years old.
This would qualify him for membership in the
Veterans of Underage Military Service. He was one of
what is believed to be 200,000 members of the
military who illegally joined to serve in WWII and
Korea.
Currently, there are no official records regarding his
training and activities until 29 March 1944. Thomas
Kelley told a story about being torpedoed off of New
York City. We do not know when this happened or in
what capacity he was serving at the time.
According to Official records, Signalman Third Class
(SM3c) Kelley was received aboard the USS Sturdy
(PYC-50) from Balboa, Canal Zone (Panama) and was enroute to
Guantanamo, Cuba on 29 Mar 44. According to Thomas’ Kelley’s
accounts, he was stationed in the Canal Zone as a coastal watcher. It is
possible he was stationed here between 1942 and 1944. Balboa was on
the Pacific side of the Canal (see map).

The Panama Canal was a critically important asset to the United States and
its defenses were strengthened in the years leading up to WWII. During
this period the strength had risen from about 21,500 officers and men to

approximately 28,000, an increase of slightly more than 30 percent.
During most of the following year, 1941, there was only a gradual rise. In
January the garrison stood at about 28,700; in November it totaled
approximately 31,400.
In the Fifteenth Naval District, which included the waters immediately
near Panama, the Navy was conducting a continuous surface patrol
supplemented, to the extent the availability of planes permitted, by an air
patrol. In General Andrews' opinion, the commandant of the naval district
did not have enough planes or vessels under his control to conduct an
adequate reconnaissance. The Aircraft Warning Service in the Caribbean
theater, he reported, was totally inadequate in personnel to supervise the
installation of detectors on hand as well as to man the equipment when
installed. Only two detectors were installed and in operation in the
Panama Canal Department. The harbor defenses had less than one
complete manning detail available. The antiaircraft artillery had
insufficient personnel to man the armament being installed in the Canal
Zone and only enough ammunition for one minute of fire per gun for the
37-mm. guns. There were no barrage balloons.
SM3c Thomas Kelley may have worked in a bunker similar to this in the
Canal Zone:

This a photo from the Balboa Beer Gardens Club in Panama in 1941. It is
probable that SM3c Kelley found himself in this club at some point during
his tour in the Canal Zone.

The war years of 1942-1944 saw an
enormous increase in the tempo of
construction activity, the major effort being
concentrated in three categories; fuel
storage, ship-repair facilities, and the
development of several advance bases to
support distant air patrols.
In April 1942, work was started on a second
graving dock adjoining the existing Panama
Canal dock at Balboa, a bombproof command
center, additional housing in the district
headquarters area, and additional frame
warehouses at the supply depot. Meanwhile, the ammunition depots at
Coco Solo and Balboa were enlarged, as were the facilities at the Coco
Solo submarine base and air station and the Balboa operating base.
Based on my conversations with Thomas Kelley, I believe he served on an
Island during at least part of his tour in the Canal Zone. According to
historic records, an Island Advance bases was established during 1942
and 1943 on Taboga Island at the Pacific entrance to the Canal.

U.S.S. Sturdy (PYC-50)

SM3c Kelley boarded the USS Sturdy on 27 Mar 44. As the Japanese were
on the defensive and were pushed back towards Japan, It is probable that
the risk of attack to the Canal Zone was considered small. Additionally,
US forces were marshalling forces for the assault against Okinawa.
Consequently, SM3c Kelley was boarded on the USS Sturdy for what
appears to be a transit to new duty.

PC-460 was assigned to the Panama Canal Zone for patrol duty and
arrived there on 13 November 1940. On 24 January 1942 PC-460
mistook submarine USS S-26 (SS-131) at night for a German U-boat. PC460 rammed and sank her in the Gulf of Panama, with the loss of 46
men. Three men in S-26's conning tower survived - the captain, his
executive officer and a look-out. On 10 February 1942, she was assigned
to the Panama Sea Frontier. On 31 January 1943, she sailed to Mobile,
Alabama, for extensive repairs after which she returned to Panama. On
15 July 1943, she was named Sturdy and redesignated PYc-50. Sturdy
steamed to Key West, Florida, for repairs and an overhaul in October
1944.

In August 1944, the USS Sturdy was apparently enroute to Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba when SM3C Kelley was boarded. He was transferred from the
USS Sturdy to Lido Beach, Long Island, NY on 3 Aug 44. Lido Beach was
where the Navy trained for amphibious assault. Indeed, in my
conversations with Thomas Kelley, he said he was a driver for a landing
assault craft, or an LST.

On 26 March 1944 SM3c Kelley reported for duty on the Amphibious
Assault Ship U.S.S. Griggs (APA 110). The USS Griggs was reported to
depart New York for sea. Her destination was Okinawa, the last objective
before the assault on Japan.

USS Griggs (APA-110) was a Windsor-class attack transport that served
with the US Navy during World War II. She was commissioned late in the
war and initially assigned to transport duties. Griggs trained
precommissioning crews out of Newport, Rhode Island, before reaching
Norfolk, Virginia 31 March 1945. There she embarked 40 officers and
1,416 men of the 41st Marine Depot Company and the 55th Marine
Replacement Draft. Clearing Norfolk 26 May Griggs sailed via Canal Zone
and discharged her passengers at San Francisco 1 June 1945. She
departed Port Hueneme 17 June with 1,032 Seabees embarked and
touched at Eniwetok and Ulithi before discharging her passengers at
Okinawa and Manila Bay, Philippine Islands.

SM3c Kelley’s enlistment ended on 26 May 1945 and he reenlisted for
four years on 27 May 1945 while aboard the USS Griggs. According to
accounts of crew members of the USS Griggs, they were exposed to
Kamikaze attacks while supporting operations at Yellow Beach in Buckner
Bay, Okinawa. The crew witnessed a Kamikaze strike against the
battleship, the USS Pennsylvania, which was moored next to the USS
Griggs in Buckner Bay. The ship was in Buckner Bay on V-J Day (15 Aug
45). For crew member recollections see:
http://www.mlrsinc.com/griggs/profiles.pdf
What very well may have spared the life of SM3c Kelley was the decision
to drop the atomic bomb on Japan. This meant that the USS Griggs did
not have to participate in Operation Olympic, the invasion of Japan.
After delivering occupation troops to Japan from Lingayen Gulf and
Mindanao, Griggs took up Operation Magic Carpet duty and departed
Saipan 2 November 1945, en route to San Diego, where she arrived 13
days later with many happy war veterans.
For some unknown reason, SM3c Kelley was disciplined and was reported
by the USS Griggs to be a SM2c on 1 Nov 45. On 28 Nov 45 SM2c Kelley
was transferred to Camp Elliot, Sand Diego. He probably took leave and
made his way to the east coast because the next official record is of him
being received by the USS Cabot on 15 Mar 46 from NRS, Philadelphia.

USS Cabot (CVL-28/AVT-3) was an Independence-class aircraft
carrier in the United States Navy, the second ship to carry the name.
Following duty in the Pacific, the USS Cabot arrived at San Diego on
9 November 1945, then sailed for the east coast. Cabot was placed
out of commission in reserve at Philadelphia on 11 February 1947.

Nothing is known about his assignment with the USS Cabot, which lasted
only a month. On 13 April 1946, SM2c Kelley reported aboard the light
cruiser, USS Fargo CL-106.
The USS Fargo sailed from Philadelphia on 15 April 1946, with Vice
Admiral Bernard H. Bieri embarked for a goodwill cruise to Bermuda,
Trinidad, Recife, Rio de Janeiro and Montevideo, from which she took
departure on 31 May for the Mediterranean. During this tour of duty, she
visited a variety of ports in Turkey, Lebanon, Greece, Italy, and France, as
well as North Africa and served as American representative at Trieste,
then troubled by dissension between Italy and Yugoslavia over the city's
status.

The USS Fargo returned to New York City on 2 March 1947, where the
newly promoted SM3c Kelley took 21 days of leave. SM3c Kelley then
sailed with the USS Fargo for the Mediterranean on 20 May. During this
tour of duty, the Fargo served for one month as flagship for Commander,
Naval Forces Mediterranean. Returning to Newport on 13 September, she
prepared for extensive Atlantic Fleet exercises in October and November
in the waters from Bermuda to Newfoundland, during which she carried
Vice Admiral Arthur W. Radford, Commander 2nd Task Fleet.

On 10 Sep 48, the young sailor appears to have been disciplined yet
again as the USS Fargo reported he had been reduced to QM2.

On 24 Sep 48, QM3 reported for duty aboard the heavy cruiser the USS
Albany to serve with COM6thTaskFlt. The USS Albany had departed
Chesapeake Bay on11 September 1948 for her first tour of duty with the

American naval forces operating in the Mediterranean Sea, recently made
a permanent establishment as the 6th Fleet.

On 5 July 1949, the Chaplain of the Sixth Task Fleet wrote a
memorandum regarding his interview of QM3 Kelley and “Clair
Gamalerio” regarding their plans to get married. He wrote the following:
Thomas Jospeh Kelley, QM3, USN, 23 years of age has been on duty
in the U.S. Navy for a period of seven and a half years. During this
time he has spent thirty-two of the past thirty-six months in the
Mediterranean with ships attached to the SIXTH Task Fleet. In
September 1596 at Villefranche he met Miss Clair Gamalerio and
has been keeping company with her ever since, a period of

approximately three years. Kelley appears to be a representative
American sailor. He presents a smart appearance, gets along well
with his shipmates, and is well thought of by his division officer.
For the past year he has had 4.0 in conduct. Within the time he has
been in the Navy, Kelley has had three deck courts the charge
being each time some hours overleave. Other than these, he has a
good record.

Kelley, as his name indicates comes from an Irish-American family.
His mother approves of the marriage. He has had two years of high
school education but does not speak French. He is a practicing
member of the Roman Catholic religion.
Miss Clair Gamalerio was born in Villefranche sur Mer on 25 March
1928. She was baptized in the local Roman Catholic Church and
received the other Sacraments there. Her schooling has consisted
of nine years in the local Catholic school plus two years of boarding
school and four years of junior college., the Lycee de Jeunes, at
Nice. At school Miss Gamalerio studied English for five years and
spent one month in England. She speaks, writes, and understands
English quite well and rates about 3.5 in the language.
Miss Gamalerio has worked at the Sea Bar Restaurant in Villefranche

for the past three years, said restaurant being owned by her mother
and stepfather. Her address is the same since she lives there with
her parents. She has received permission from her mother and
stepfather to enter marriage with Kelley only after original
opposition on the part of her mother due to the fact that her
daughter will live in America.
From a consideration of both parties it appears there is no
incompatibility in reference to cultural, religious, and educational
backgrounds. Although Kelley does not speak French, Miss
Gamalerio speaks English quite well enough to make up for that
deficiency and will improve her knowledge if she lives in the United
States. Miss Gamalerio presents a very good appearance and mad a
very favorable impression on me. She seems sincerely in love with
the man, knows the problems inherent in marriages of different
nationalities, and understands the responsibilities she is
undertaking. She is definitely not classed with the type of young
woman who is often seen in the vicinity of the landing at
Villefranche. That is quite evident from her appearance, manner,
and mien.
In view of the facts stated I recommend favorable consideration of
Kelley’s request for permission to contract this marriage.

Following his duty with the USS Albany, records show that Kelley
subsequently served as follows:
- US Naval Reserve & Marine Corps Reserve Training Center, New
Rochelle, N.Y. (1949-1951)
- While stationed at Villefranche 1951-1955:
o USS Betegeuse (AKA 11)
o USS Waccamaw (AO 109)
o USS Columbus (CA 74)
o USS Newport News (CA 148)
o USS Northampton (ECLC 1) (QM1 Kelley reenlisted 27 May
1951 aboard the Northampton at Algiers, Algeria. For a six
year reenlistment he received a $360 bonus).

- US Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, Illinois (1955-1956)
- While stationed at Villefranche (1956-1959):
o USS Salem (CA 139)
o USS Des Moines (CA 134)

- Mobile Electronic Technical Unit 8, US Naval Base, Newport, Rhode
Island (1959-1961).
On 8 March 1961, Chief Electronics Technician Thomas Joseph Kelley
retired and was transferred from active duty to the fleet reserve.

